Reflection Week 3
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In the third week, we learned about three theories that talk about language acquisition. The three most
important theories of language acquisition are the behavioral theory, the generative or innate theory, and
the interactive theory.

First, Behaviorism, and Skinner said, "Say what | say." There are ways in which a child acquires the first
language (mother tongue), which are as follows: imitation and simulation, practice and repetition,
coherence and association, and conditioning, including stimulation, reinforcement, and upbringing.

The child acquires language by the type and quantity he hears, that is, the child acquires language by
listening to his parents or parents when they speak. Positive or negative reinforcement by parents or
caregivers such as health teachers or nurses. Forming language habits that contribute to the development
of the child's language. The child imitates what he sees or what he learns around him.When there is
something that reinforces the repetition of verbal behavior as a positive reaction by another person, this
may reinforce the verbal behavior and contribute to its repetition in the future.

The second theory is the innate theory. Chomsky said, "All languages exist by nature." Children have a
"Language Acquisition Device", which helps them to acquire the language and the overall grammar.
Chomsky said that language is like a muscle, if you do not use it correctly, it will lose its effectiveness.
Language acquisition is like learning to walk. There are critical stages of language acquisition, which are
divided into two parts: birth (two years old) and puberty. In the first critical stage after the age of two
years, the child will not learn the first language, but before the age of two years he will learn it. As for the



second critical stage, the child after puberty is not able to learn the second language or may learn it with
difficulty, and before puberty he will learn and master the second language.

The third theory is the Interactionist theory, meaning learning from the inside and outside, and it is related
to the theory of Piaget and Vygotsky. A child is able to acquire language through experience and practice,
and a child's acquisition of language may depend on the amount of language he is exposed to. Piaget has
said that language is expressed through information gained through communication with the child's
surroundings. As for Vygotsky, he said that thinking is produced through internal self-talk, and language
may develop primarily through the process of social communication with others.



